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Introduction to the volume

The second volume in the series published within the framework of the Euro-
pean Rural Development Network (ERDN) is devoted to the changing functions
of the rural areas in the countries of Baltic Europe. The authors of articles con-
tained herein represent the research centres of Denmark, Finland, Germany,
Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden.

The subject matter of the articles spans a very broad domain, but all of the texts
touch upon the problems of contemporary changes taking place in rural areas.
The considerations contained in the articles concern, in particular, the demo-
graphic questions and the issue of employment of the rural population, the
development of non-agricultural activities in the countryside, the economic and
social transformations of the rural areas, the directions of development of the
rural landscape, etc. This, as well, is an evidence of the interdisciplinary charac-
ter of the present publication, being beyond doubt its positive aspect.

The papers devote a lot of attention to agriculture. This focus is justified, since
agriculture constitutes as a rule the leading domain of human activity within the
rural areas. The recent years bring, however, highly significant, qualitative and
quantitative changes in the European farming, giving rise to multifaceted prob-
lems. Suffice to mention the problem of overproduction, of large subsidies sup-
porting agricultural activities, deep developmental differences requiring external
assistance, and the like. All these problems make it necessary to introduce new
rural activities, alternative with respect to farming, which would make possible
sustainable development of rural areas. This is of particular importance for the
new member countries of the European Union, in which a significant part of the
rural areas is monofunctional, and the agriculture that dominates there is mostly
characterised by a low level of development.

The present publication constitutes the basis for discussion at the International
Seminar on Changing functions of rural areas in the Baltic Sea Region, organ-
ised and run by the ERDN in 2004 in Warsaw. The editor express the hope that
the Seminar and the volume will contribute to integration of the scientific com-
munities busying themselves with the problems of rural areas.

Jerzy Banski
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